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223rd Engineer Battalion:
‘We were in the middle of it’
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Hiz story is about Tar Sgt.
Bobiy Jouwes af the 223 rd
Engineer Baffalion, Bobiy
fras beew g meember of the
Mississippd Armey Naftoual
Grriered for 33 years and oz
gerved in [Taly, Gerneany,
Soutk Korea, Nicaragua,
Faawadt and Trag.

Johnzan

By Lee Johnson
special to The Star

Bobby Jones is the phys-
ical plant directer for East
Mississippl Community Col-
lege™s Scooba campus. But,
he's alse a 1st sergeant of the
223rd Engineer Battalion
Headquarters Company of
the Mississippl Arrny
Mational Guard in West Point.

He returned to Scooba in
March 2004 after spending 14
months in [rag.

For his service and dedi-
cation in Irag, he received a
Bronge Star from Gen. Kay-
mond Odierns, commander
of the 4th Infantry Division,
which received credit for eap-
turing Saddam Hussein,

“First 5gt. Jones” resowrce-
fulness, experience and orga-
nizational skills assured the
succesalul mobilization and
deployment during combat
operations,” said Command
Sgt. Maj. Thomas Ales, wha
recommended Jones for the
awarid.

Jones first spent six weeks
at Fort Campbell, Ky, before
being deployed to Buwait to
become part of the Jdth

®

SUBMITTED: PHOTS

CONSTRUCTION KNOW-HOW
Wihen the 225rd Engineer Battalion arrived at Camp Spiker in lrag, the soldiers had no mess halls
or showars, “We slept on the ground, had to eat MRE's three times a day, ard showarad avary
faurth day with baltled water,™ 15t Sgt. Bobby Jones said, “We found a wall, pumpead owr own
watar and hooked up genarators, We ware the first company on thal post 1o have our own
showers, cold drinks and electricity,”

Infaptry Division frem Fi
Hl.lllﬂ. Texas. The CONVHY
then moved into Tikeit, Trag.

The troops alept enly a few
hours at a thme until they
reached thelr destination,
Camp Spiker, named for a
Gulf War saldier whose plane
was shot down there.

The 223rd Engineer Bai-
talion built roads, check-
points, schools and hospitals,
repaired  runways  and
installed flotatieon bridges.
Until the 223rd arrvived, the
soldiers had ne mess halls or
showera, OF the G50 treops of
the 223ed Battalion, 200 were
under Jones' command.

“We slept on the ground,
hael to eat MEEs three times
a day, and showered overy
fourth day with  bottled

water," Jones said.

“We found a well, purped
cur oan water and hooked up
generators, We were the first
company e that post ta have
ot own showers, caold drinks
and electricity.”

The base was often shelled
at night. Several people in the
company  received  Puarple
Hearts, One seldier was Billed
when  a  roadside  bomb
exploded.

There was danger wher-
ever you went over there,”
Jones said. 1 have two wehi-
cles that had damage from
bombs. A rocket-launched
grenade was fired into the
back of ane of our Ston trucks
and an [eagi civilian was Killed.
We were right in the middle
af it the whaole time.”

Jones' battalion was the
first to wreite confracts o
employ local eivilian contrac-
tars. The batialion at times
wioi bl guard wup to 50 contrac-
tors while they worked. Jones
gabd lecal civilians were nod
hostile.

"They would warn us when
there was trouble brewing and
would tell us when we
shiculidn go lnto tewn o on a
highway," he said.

1|'||:|'||.::1- also did I.!:I'IH;!'II!I!I'“!I.!{
jobs in several locations in
Marth Trag, including taking
dogers, dump trucks and
frant-cnd loaders eut inte the
country Lo train Tragi police.

East Mississippl Commu-
nity College students, faculty
aned staff are glad to have him
home safe!

Her son surpassed all expectations

Sandrg Terry submitted this “Brageing
Rigids” sfory abowt her son, Spe. John Leslie
Crmmings of Pldladelplio — a member af
the Missizzipd Armmy National Geard’s 1855
Aviation Growp, Company G, in Meridian,

Jodin wos gefisted G Deeemiber 2000 aud
Tt for Trag dn fawanary 204, Sandra alie
hirs o step-brother in the wadl, Sgf. Rennie
Faywe, whe is a pilod and medic. As yow rewd
thiz story, both may already be home. The
18580 was exprected fo retrrm i1 foo paves iy
Febrwary and March,

By Sandra Terry

special to The Star
I want to brag on my =son, Spe. John
Leslie Cummings, because he is special,

unicue, gifted, talented and creative in his
awn way. He has displayed courage, honor
amd dignity during his tour of duty in L.

He is cne of those who went to pro-
tect the world in the interest of freedom
and peace for all mankind. He has
shown bravery in time of conflict, unwa-
vering dedication and willingness Lo
fight for the cause of freedom.

Many have also shown these quali-
ties and overcome problems acouired
due to war. Mot all, however are my son.

My heart is filled with memories of a
little boy mischievous, loving, caring
and precious. As he grew, 1 attempted o
teach him o be good and always helpiul
te other people, to be fair and treat

others equally, to have a positive atti-
e, to make things right when they
were wrong, to know himself, to set
goals and to work hard te accomplish
them.

[ tried to teach him o explore, o
laugh, to appreciate all God has pro-
vided, to form friendships with good
peaple and always be a good friend, o
appreciate family, listen to his heart,
adhere to his values and stand up for
his belicfs,

He has surpassed anything 1 could
have expected of him, All the wishing,
all the praying has paid off.

I my eyes, my son is relurning as an
American hero. | am 80 prowud of him.



